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TRUTH   COMMISSION 

July 28, 2011 

 

What Is A Truth Commission? 

Truth Commissions are precursors to a jury.  They will decide issues but not make awards.  They 

will simply make public their findings.  If the commission is attached to the government, it will 

have full discovery power over the government. 

We live in a world based mostly on lies.  The primary purpose of Truth Commissions is to identify 

some falsehoods so that we can make better decisions based on fact rather than falsehoods. 

Their secondary purpose is to publically expose those that habitually utilize lies and eradicate 

the practice from our community, allowing us to make better decisions.  Hopefully, it will make 

people more sensitive to the truth and force them to stand behind their assertions. 

Examples of Issues to be Heard: 

 Bo publically states that Bob is "without doubt the ugliest man this side of the other 

side."  Bob petitions for a Truth Commission hearing to determine if this is factual. 

 Bo and Bob are running for the same political office.  Bo says that Bob awarded county 

contracts to himself.  Sue needs the truth so she can vote correctly.   

 A new bridge is being planned.  Is it better, in the long run, to make it out of plastic 

rather than steel? 

  What were the cost overruns on the last bridge that was budgeted for?  What budget 

mistakes were made? 

 Was that bridge constructed to nowhere really a benefit to the state as the politician 

says? 

What if one party defaults and fails to appear? 

The hearing will proceed without that person. 

Types of Possible Rulings Published: 

 Bo was wrong.  Unanimous vote. 

 Bo was wrong, with malice and personal gain.   

 Unable to determine the truth. 

 The contract was awarded to Bob's Bridge Company, Inc.  However, Bob has never been 

associated with that out-of-state company, and Bo knew that Bob was not related to the 

company when he made his statement.  Therefore, Bo was wrong, with malice and 

personal gain.  Unanimous vote. 
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 The particular plastic bridge you are planning has the following advantages and 

disadvantages over the same bridge made of steel. 

 Note:  All rulings should begin with "It is this commission's opinion that:" 

 

Procedure: 

A four person Truth Commission panel will be convened each month.  The panel will not hear 

any new cases after the end of the month, although the panel may continue to convene for 

several months to complete the cases it began. 

One member will be chosen as coordinator with the following duties: 

1. Receive petitions and submit them to the three judges to determine jurisdiction. 

2. Gather statements, evidence presented and petitions for the commission. 

3. Schedule hearings. 

4. Publicly post ruling. 

5. Act as alternate judge. 

 

Three  judges will have the following duties: 

 

1. Elect foreman and secretary. 

2. Ask questions of persons appearing in court. 

3. Perform discovery on their own. 

4. Operate under common law. 

 

Note:    All four members may recuse themselves from a particular hearing and call for a  

               replacement in order to insure a fair hearing. 

Jurisdiction: 

Jurisdiction should be defined by the sponsoring organization.  Some examples might be: 

Time.                 Cause of action must have occurred within the past 12 months. 

Geography.      At least one party must reside in this county. 

Living Person.  All living persons party to action must be 18 or older.   

                            No person can be affiliated with the mafia. 

Subject Matter:  All subject matter may be heard, if it is of concern to the community,  

                            except for matters of religion or faith, or the issue of what came first,  

                            the chicken or the egg. 
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                             Under this rule, the petition to determine who caused the popsicle to  

                             fall off the stick probably would not be heard. 

 

 

Essay on Lies 

By:   Jim Costa 

In his book Looking Backward, written in 1863, Edward Bellamy describes the current economic system as one in 

which everyone is forced to lie in order to survive. To sell our product or services we must hype them as superior 

to all others, not reveal weaknesses and defects, obscure competitors’ benefits and make recommendations which 

we know  might not be in the buyer’s best interest.  Bellamy goes on to say that lying to survive is so rampant that 

if an angel came to earth and decided to stay and raise a family here he would have to join our economic system, a 

system that “would even perverse an angel”.  

Michael Lerner goes even further in his book The Politics of Meaning in detailing the lies we must tell.  He 

describes a culture based on so many lies that we come to expect them from everybody all of the time.  We look 

each other straight in the face and no longer question the fact that we have just been lied to -- as if it should not 

bother us in the slightest. We come to expect it.  In fact it would be considered rude to call someone on it. And 

thus our whole culture is based on lies and untruths. 

What a terrifying way to base a life on. 

Once the socio-economic system changes, this should all change as there would be nothing to lie about.  No one is 

trying to sell anything.  No one is being forced to take advantage of another.  There is nothing to conceal; no 

money or power shifting.  There is only the truth for all to share. Surely creating a culture based on truths is a turn 

in the right direction.  No lie! 

 

By:  Jim Costa    (850) 623-8753   costa4669@bellsouth.net 
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